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painting, bought some years ago for a small sum from
an innkeeper in Tahiti.

For thirty years Mr. Maugham has been writing plays
and books with the greatest success* Each work is written
with supreme knowledge of every detail of the phase
of life which he depicts, For instance, not one single
point in his Eastern stories can be faulted for colour*

The master craftsman of the guild of authors is often
accused of bitterness and harsh cynicism in his writing;
this is not true, and the accusations usually emanate from
sentimentalists who see life as they would like it to be,
and not as it really is. Mr, Maugham is, in truth, a kindly
man, though not always at ease with strangers, and not
a seeker after the specious flattery which best-seller
authors often encourage from their readers. For he is
far beyond the orbit of such authors.

It is when reading the works of such a great writer
that one is still tempted to continue the indefatigable
pursuit of an unattainable perfection. Of his works it
can surely be said that "Style is a magic wand, and turns
everything to gold it touches/* and that "The great art
of writing is the art of making people real to themselves
with words**.

Mr, Maugham is a very keen golfer, and plays fre-
quently on the pleasant little course at Cagnes, near
Nice. Here he fights dour battles with Mr, Michael
Aden, who still preserves in his convention that
cleverness which we had from his pen; everyone is
hoping for a renewal of his literary energies.

Aaothet who plays always oft tfae Gagnes course is
the Duke of Westminster. His opponent fa usually
Phyllis Satterthwaite, who has aevet heard of the